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puse Votes 280-65 to Profee 


Kennedy, King Assassinations 


; By Mary Buff ell 

Tiunnnoii P#*t wrntr 

The House created a select commit- 
tee yesterday to Investigate the assasr 
sinations of President John*F. Ken- 
nedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

• The 12-member committee, estab- 
lished on a 280 to 65 vote, will be 
baeded by' Rep. Thomas Downing (D- 
Va.) for the remainder of this Con- 
gress. Speaker Carl AJbert (D-Okla.) 
said. Downing, however, is retiring, 
and Rep. Henry B. Gonzaler (D-Tex.). 
with Downing a prime sponsor of the 
committee, is expected to become 
chairman in the new session next Jan- 
uary. 

Downing said he would ask for 
$250 000 to get the committee smarted 
and hue staff, but Pep. Frank Thomp- 
son tD-.VJ.V chairman of the House 
A d oi Jn lit ration Committee which 

must authorize the funds, indicated 
yesterday he might be reluctant to ap- 
prove that amount. • 

Because the select committee ex- 
pires at the end of this year and will 
nave to be re-established by the House 
next year, it should wait until then for 
funding! Thompson laid. 

* Downing said the committee would 
not. hold public hearings before the 
Nov. 2 elections, to avoid charges of 
capitalizing politically on the Inveati- 
gation. but he s*«d It m zh; hold some 
closed hearings *in order to preserve 
testimony.** * 

Reason* 'cr ltrtrng ?g?J o at the 
-JW3, K-nnrdy tttafeinrt'oci. be aMd. 
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are revelations by the congressional 
Intelligence committees that informa- 
tion about CIA attempts to kill Cuban 
Premier Fidel Castro was withheld 
from the Warren commission. *the 
murder of two Mafia members en 
listed by the CIA to help assassinate 
Castro, and the destruction of notes 
on Kennedy’s autopsy and a note b* 
assassin Lee Haney Oswald to a 
member of the FBI. 

The commission headed by Chief 
Justice Earl Warren investigated the 
assassination of Kennedy in Dallas 
and concluded that Oswald acted 
alone. 

But Downing said yesterday. “J am 
convinced there was a conspiracy in- 
volved. I do not know the ld^n«ftv of 
the conspirator* or their motives. 
That should be investigated In depth.” 

Downing promised ‘ to engage in no 
w tch-hunts” at»d "not blame those 
who may have made mistakes in the 
original Investigation.** 

Rep. B. F. Sisk fD-Callf.) called the 
planned Investigation a waste of tax- 
payers* money to satisfy -the melodra- . 
matlc desire of the morbid to create 
an incident." 

Fhough Downing and Gonzalez se* 
out more than a year ago to create the 
committee, they were aoing nowhere 
untU they received a push from mem- 
be: so; the Congressional Black Cau- 
cus. who felt they had received *‘ncw 
information** In the 19T>3 killing of 
Martin Luther King Jr. that called fop^ 
C^^r\r^5yie nf i |«? vest Ration. 


D C. Del. Walter Fauntroy and Kep 
, B «rke <DC.||f.) confirmed 
that the information came from writer 
•nd TV producer Abby Mann, who i* 
working on a documentary on Kind's 
death, and from writer Mark Lane, 
one of the first to doubt the Warren 
Commission conclusions. 

Reportedly the information hat 
been known since 19GC but never In- 
vestigated by the FBI. 

It deal* with the removal of Kina’s 
black securi*? chief from his side 
shortly before he was killed in Mem- 
phis. and the sudden transfer of two 
black firemen from the firehouse 
across the street from the motel 
where King was staying and was shot. 

Edward Redditt. in charge 0 f secu- 
rity for King. w*». ordered »o gn h*me 
about 4 pm. on Hie da'* of King's 
death, because of a reported attempt 
on the life of Redditt** family. 

The order was atribuied to Mem- 
phis Fire and Police Director Frank 
C. Holloman, who had worked for the 
FBI for 23 years, part of the time tn 
the office of the late Director J. Edgar 
Hoover, who had tapped King's phone 
and ordered surveillance of the civil 
rights leader. . . , . 

Floyd Newsum.' one of the black 
firemen abruptly transferred from the 
fire Mat ion across from the motel, 
said he had attended a King rally in 
Memphis and. though he publiclv told 
of the transfer at the lime. sav» at 
w as never Intcn lew cd by the 
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